
October 4, 2022 

 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Gunderson called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance at 9:00 a.m.  All commissioners were 
present.  Pat Pfund of the Norman County Index was also in attendance.   
 
Chairman Gunderson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  A/T Hanson noted the addition of Sarah 
Kjono to the agenda with regard to flu shots following Kim Myers of Public Health.  An addition to the County Attorney 
agenda with regard to Deputy A/T Melissa Netland being on the ballot for the City of Gary Council member.  Commissioner 
Gunderson would like to add a ditch petition for County Ditch 47 to the agenda.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to 
approve the agenda with additions, Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item brought forward by Chairman Gunderson was approval of the minutes from the September 6th board 
meeting.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Hall seconded 
the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item brought forward by Chairman Gunderson was approval of the minutes of the September 15th board meeting.  
After giving the board a few minutes to read the minutes, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the minutes 
as submitted.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item brought forward by Chairman Gunderson were the two Affidavits of Lost Warrants for Kristy Rott and Kelsey 
Merkens.  After some discussion, Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the Affidavit for Duplicate of Lost Warrant, 
waive the bond and reissue the check to Kristy Rott in the amount of $94.73, warrant 516923 dated 09/07/2022.  
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Jacobson then made a motion to approve the Affidavit for Duplicate of Lost Warrant, waive the bond and 
reissue the check to Kelsey Merkens in the amount of $363.73, warrant 516911 dated 09/07/2022.  Commissioner 
Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next matter brought forward by Chairman Gunderson was setting the date and time for the County Truth in Taxation 
meeting.  A/T Hanson noted that there were three TNT Meetings in the county on December 12th, and two meetings 
scheduled for December 19th, with one on December 6th and December 13th.  After some discussion, Commissioner Redland 
made a motion to hold the County Truth in Taxation meeting on Friday, December 9, 2022, beginning at 6:00 p.m.  
Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item of business was proposed CR 10-04-2022-1 A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING AN ABSENTEE BALLOT, MAIL 
BALLOT AND UOCAVA BOARD for the General Election, November 8, 2022.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to 
adopt CR 10-04-2022-1.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted 
unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the A/T Office.  
 
The next item of miscellaneous business was to pay the bills that were submitted electronically.  Commissioner 
Bommersbach made a motion to pay the bills as submitted:   
 
Revenue - $27,281.15   E-911 - $489.00   ARPA - $1,400.80    
              
Road & Bridge - $39,775.11  Building - $9,150.68  Human Services – $90.51 
 
Public Health - $2,931.15   Solid Waste - $14.08  County Ditch - $50.00 
 
County Homes - $14.99   TOTAL - $ 81,197.47 
 
Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   



 
At 9:15 a.m. Chairman Gunderson asked Kim Myers of Norman-Mahnomen Public Health to address the board with regard 
to A Healthy Workplace Is Within Reach.  Ms. Myers noted this is a new program being offered by Norman-Mahnomen-Polk 
Public Health emphasizing Workplace Well-Being, with both virtual and in-person training opportunities in areas of 
leadership support, organization & employee assessment, managing stress & burnout, belonging and connection, social 
support, worksite environment, health equity, well-being including daily movement, healthy eating, diversity and more.  
Ms. Myers noted there are 15 places registered within Norman/Polk/Mahnomen counties.   
 
At 9:25 a.m. Sarah Kjono, NMPH, addressed the board with information on flu shots and vaccines.  She noted that flu shots 
in the past have been done for schools and counties, and this year the schools switched insurance carriers moving to 
Medica and this was causing a difficulty on being able to provide this service to the schools.  Director Kjono noted that 
possibly the board could do an amendment to be able to amend their contract with Medica.  Director Kjono would ask for 
board approval to move forward with an amendment, she would have Attorney Hastings look over the amendment when it 
was received.   
 
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to move forward with contract amendment with Medica.  Commissioner Hall 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 9:35 a.m. Garry Johanson, ESO, addressed the board with information from the AMEM Conference he had attended 
recently.  Mr. Johanson noted that he had inquired about security grants and there may be some opportunities for SHSP 
grants.  He also noted there is a funding initiative working on boosting funding from 3 million to 12 million for Emergency 
Management.  Mr. Johanson also noted that FEMA is very busy working, probably in Florida or Puerto Rico following 
Hurricane Ian, and locally we probably won’t have a representative for some time.  Mr. Johanson also reminded the board 
of the November 10th meeting to be held in Twin Valley beginning at 6 p.m. with Director Kelly on Emergency Management.  
 
At 9:45 a.m. Keith Berndt, Highway Engineer, addressed the board with a proposal for engineering services for the FireFrost 
Trail Bridge project for plans and environmental services through WSN not to exceed $36,306.00.  After some discussion, 
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the contract for engineering services with WSN not to exceed 
$36,306.00.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was a construction update, noting the CSAH 10 grading was complete and the 
treated gravel placement was underway.  It will be close to complete before the beet campaign gets underway, but not 
quite.  Engineer Berndt also updated the board on the Highway Building noting the grade beam was complete, and 
backfilling nearing completion.  He anticipates the project shutting down from mid-October to early February when the 
precast walls are to arrive.   
 
Engineer Berndt also brought information forward from the WRWD Upper Reaches Project team meeting.   Commissioner 
Jacobson made a motion to support Engineer Berndt as well as Garry Johanson to be members of the study team on the 
WRWD Upper Reaches Project.  Engineer Berndt also noted that on October 3rd the Minnesota County Engineer’s 
Association met with MnDOT and he attending the meeting in the cities working on long range planning.   
 
Engineer Berndt also noted that he had received a petition for Ditch 47 for partial spot cleaning and cattail removal.  
Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve spot cleaning and cattail removal in County Ditch 47.  
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Engineer Berndt had also received a petition for cattail spraying in County Ditch 69.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a 
motion to approve spraying if possible before the frost.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 10:02 a.m. Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve closing the regular board meeting.  Commissioner Jacobson 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
At 10:03 a.m. Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve opening the County Ditch 25 hearing.  Commissioner 
Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  There were no members of the public in attendance.   
 



Engineer Berndt went over his recommendations and questions were brought forward, no decision at this time as 
Commissioners wanted to wait for the county attorney to weigh in on some questions.   
 
At 10:33 a.m. Chief Deputy Ben Fall and Sheriff Thornton addressed the board with a proposal for the dispatch center.   
Deputy Fall noted that the dispatch center at this time is not conducive to the amount of equipment required for the center 
and is not well-suited to different sized dispatchers.  They noted that they will move the dispatch center into Sheriff 
Thornton’s current office which will give them much more square footage to work with and have a proposal from Xybix 
Systems Inc which would provide two adjustable work stations.  Deputy Fall shared drawings as well as photos showing the 
proposed dispatch center with a quote of $40,721.49, noting there was a line item for sales tax which should be removed in 
the amount of $2,796.99.  Sheriff Thornton noted that much of this cost could be covered by E-911 funding, however, it 
could be necessary to have some gap funding provided by the ARPA funds that had been designated for this purpose.  
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the Xybix proposal for the dispatch center at a cost of $37,924.50 using 
E-911 funding with use of building funds for lighting and carpeting if necessary and then E-911 funding reimbursing the 
building funds if possible.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 11:00 a.m. County Attorney Jason Hastings entered the meeting and discussion brought forward with regard to property 
tax-forfeited in 2000.  After much discussion, it was felt best to remove the parcel from the tax-forfeited sale.  
Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to remove parcel 32-8596000 from the tax-forfeited sale at this time.  
Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item of discussion was the Wimmer Cabin lease issues with request for installing a ramp.  Attorney Hastings felt 
this should be addressed through policy, and the county board asked Attorney Hastings and A/T Hanson to work on this and 
bring back to the board.   
 
The next item on Attorney Hastings agenda was the matter of Deputy Netland in the A/T Office being on the ballot for the 
City of Gary Council Member position and how it would affect the A/T Office.  Attorney Hastings had read thoughts and 
recommendations provided by the Secretary of States Office with regard to the matter requested by A/T Hanson as some 
guidance on the matter and felt Ms. Netland should be removed from tasks such as Ballot Board, City of Gary ballot 
requests, etc, and inquired of A/T Hanson how she felt it could best be handled, whether she could separate out duties 
according to the City of Gary and still have Deputy Netland support the election process.  A/T Hanson explained that she felt 
it would be too difficult to have Deputy Netland involved with the election process and still maintaining the public 
perception that she was not involved in anything with the City of Gary or had any way to influence the election or give 
anyone any reason to question the election integrity.  Public perception is a huge issue.  With that being said the county 
board members left the decision at the discretion of the A/T on how to best manage the election processes.  A/T Hanson 
assured the board that there was plenty of other work in the office that Deputy Netland could do and still work her full 
days, there was no need to have her take a 30-day unpaid leave of absence.   
 
Attorney Hastings was then brought up to speed on the Ditch 25 hearing and the fact that tile has been placed and the 
pump has been placed, all this done before the hearing has been held.  Board was reluctant to approve the outlet request.  
After considerable discussion on whether the board should deny the petition request or approve the petition and why we 
are holding a hearing if the landowner has already placed the tile, etc, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve 
the ditch petition after the fact that tiling has been done.  The motion died for lack of a second.   
Commissioner Hall made a motion to allow Jacob Chisholm to use Ditch 25 as an outlet to drain Section 33 of Pleasant View 
Township.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and on vote, there were 3 in favor and 2 against.  Motion passed 
on a 3-2 vote.   
 
At 11:45 a.m. Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to close the Ditch 25 hearing.  Commissioner Redland seconded 
the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 11:47 a.m. Commissioner Redland made a motion to re-open the regular board meeting.  Commissioner Bommersbach 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 



At 11:48 a.m. David Stene, CFO, addressed the board with his agenda items.  The first item brought forward by Mr. Stene 
was the Summerfield Contract notification, discontinuing the rental contract for storage of the lawn tractor with the 
snowblower attached.  Dave presented a proposal from Nic Prothero with a stipulation which the county board declined.   
 
The next item brought forward by CFO Stene was an update on the American Rescue Plan funding commitments.   
The third item brought forward was a quarterly budget report provided by CFO Stene.  Commissioner Jacobson made a 
motion to accept the quarterly budget report as provided.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in 
favor.   
 
The next item brought forward by CFO Stene was his desire to standardize the criteria for eligibility for additional employee 
benefit options to make Norman County eligibility dates uniform.  This would only affect newly hired employees.   
 
Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to allow CFO Stene to proceed with getting new hire eligibility dates uniform.  
Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Gunderson seeing there was nothing more to come before the board, adjourned the meeting at 12:13 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________  _________________________________________ 
Marvin Gunderson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer  


